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DISCLAIMER 
 

Requirements outlined in the Certified Sustainable Standard (CS Standards) are to be implemented in 

compliance with all regulations of the Commonwealth, States or Territories. These include but are not 

limited to food safety, animal welfare, environmental management, and social justice. 

Operators are responsible for the use of inputs, including resources and must adhere to relevant 

Commonwealth, State, Territory and Local laws. 

The Certified Sustainable Standard is subject to alteration in response to new information, additional 

research, or changes to international or importing country requirements. Amendments may be 

requested through submission to the Certified Sustainable Standards Review Board. 

 

The Certified Sustainable Standard cannot be copied or reproduced without the expressed written 

consent of the author. Should any part of the Certified Sustainable Standard be used or referenced in 

any other document, author recognition is required. Any reference to compliance with the Certified 

Sustainable standard may only be made if verification has been made by the approved certifying body. 

 
Publication author 
Certified Sustainable Ltd 
Studio B, 888 Brunswick St 
New Farm Qld, 4005 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
The general principles of the Certified Sustainable System that should (where applicable) be followed by 
Certified Sustainable Producers, Processors / Handler and Service Providers to receive certification under the 
Certified Sustainable Standard include: 
 

• Tested pesticide & herbicide residue free products 

• Non‐GMO food products 

• Nutrient dense products 

• Soil and crop nutritional programs that consider all nutrients, vitamins, enzymes, and amino acids required 

per production unit. 

• Soil nutritional programs that continually builds soil structure and organic carbon levels. 

• Developing a closed system by minimising the use of non‐renewable resources, synthetic fertilisers, and 

pesticides. 

• Avoiding adverse impacts on the environment from agricultural and industrial by‐products, practices, and 

processing. 

• Minimising sediment, waste, nutrients, and pesticides that enter waterways. 

• Building local communities by working in groups or value adding to products within regional zones. 

• Food products sold to consumers do not contain synthetic food additives. 

• Zero tolerance for bribery and corruption and a fair access to participate equally in markets. 

• Equitable pricing across the supply chain. 

• Ensure innovation is adequately resourced and supported. 

• Recognising the rights of all people, regardless of race, religion, or gender. 
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Standard 
The Certified Sustainable Standard comprises three modules, Producer, Processor / Handler, and Non-

Agricultural / Service Provider.  

This Producer Standard has six (6) standard elements. Each element describes the outcomes that an entity must 

undertake/achieve/execute to obtain and maintain certification. 

If a producer is also involved in on-farm or off-site processing, then both the Producer and Processor Standard 

must be met. 

 

 

  

Certification 
Conversion of land to Certified Sustainable is dependent on an annual audit to demonstrate that the farming 

practices and record keeping are compliant with the Certified Sustainable Standard; and where relevant, that 

produce achieves <LOR when MRL tested as defined by the latest edition of the APVMA MRL Standard as set by 

the Agricultural Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines Authority.  Conversion timeframes are in accordance with 

the last application of prohibited inputs exclusion periods as listed in the Appendices to this Standard 

Prohibited chemicals and fertiliser are listed in Appendix G with exclusion timeframes. If sufficient evidence is 

provided that no prohibited chemicals or GMOs have been used in the exclusion timeframes prior to audit, then 

the property / paddocks are eligible for full Certified Sustainable Certification, following the successful completion 

of the audit, and audit report review. 

A Sustainable Management Plan (SMP) shall be in place, detailing risk assessments and monitoring and updated 

annually. 
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STANDARD ELEMENT OUTCOMES 

 
1. Traceability and Segregation 

1.1 Farm Management systems have been implemented to ensure that Certified Sustainable products are 

individually identified and are fully traceable throughout the production process. 

1.2 A system must be in place to ensure that traceability can be demonstrated from planting. 

1.3 / birth / hatching through to harvest and/or sale. This system must operate through all stages of 

production, transport, and storage. 

1.4 Records must be kept and relate to the entire scope of responsibility. 

1.5 Mass balances of all inputs, paddock and livestock treatments and production records must be recorded 

for the purposes of conducting an audit trail. OR Summary records of all inputs and activities, for production 

units/plants and/or must be maintained to allow completion of mass balance audit trails. 

1.6 Certified Sustainable produce and livestock must be segregated from non‐Certified Sustainable produce 

or livestock to prevent possible contamination. E.g., separate silos, transportation. (Distance and timeframe) 

 
 

2. Soil Health 
2.1 The fertility, physical structure and biological activity of the soil must be maintained or increased by a 

minimum of three of the following methods 

2.2 Use of legumes, green and brown manure crops, or perennial deep‐rooting plants in an 

2.3 appropriate rotation program. (See Appendix A Crops) 

2.4 Application of mature compost that meets the Australian Standard AS4454 

2.5 Minimum tillage techniques that preserve or improve soil structure. Cultivation of soils should be 

undertaken with great care to ensure soil structure is not degraded and reduced. 

2.6 Rotational livestock grazing, however, care must be taken to leave 30% ground cover after the grazing 

phase. 

2.7 Aged livestock manure applications are encouraged, provided it is not fresh, where compost is not 

available or uneconomical. Application on food crops must be in accordance with the relevant regulations. 

2.8 Application of fertility inputs that encourage microbial activity. Rhizobia, biological treatments, bacterial 

treatment, carbon dioxide, lime washes, folic acid treatment are allowed. This includes Rhizobia, biological 

treatments, bacterial treatment, fungal, carbon dioxide, lime washes, folic acid treatment are allowed. 

 

In addition 

2.9 All food crops to be verified non-GMO. 

2.10 The use of chemicals in Appendix G must be in accordance with the provisions in Appendix G. 
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3. Resources including Water Conservation, Efficiency, and Emissions. 
The effective infiltration, reduced evaporation, and responsible use of  water as well as lowered rates of erosion 

must be maintained or improved by a minimum of two  of the following methods. 

3.1 Effective water infiltration is influenced by maintaining a minimum of 30% soil cover and preserving soil 

structure. 

3.2 Irrigation should not be used where rainfed cropping is possible OR strategies to reduce irrigation and 

increase rainfall infiltration are undertaken. 

3.3 Irrigation is to adhere to the regulatory requirements to not exceed the sustainable water user per year 

and/or season. 

3.4 Use of efficient  water delivery to reduce potential evaporation. 

3.5 Adaptation of agricultural practices to suit the regional climatic conditions e.g., dryland vs irrigated 

cotton. 

3.6 In addition, producers must demonstrate;       

  

3.7 Efficient use of plant, equipment, and other resources such as power, fuel and inputs and consideration 

of Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions through evaluation of the relevant industry benchmarks (available from the 

applicable Research & Development Corporation / RDC.), annual use measurement (see 5.8), and implementing 

reduction targets.  
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4. Environment, Biodiversity and Emissions 
The preservation, creation, or enhancement of habitats to be delivered by a minimum of five  of the following: 

4.1 Crop Rotations. 

4.2 Integrated Pest Management (predator and “good bug” utilisation). 

4.3 Use of crop cultivars including historical and traditional types adapted to the region. 

4.4 Maintaining crop or pasture residue on and in contact with the soil surface to stimulate biological 

breakdown. 

4.5 Promotion of beneficial organisms. 

4.6 Corridor maintenance and establishment. For example tree lines, shelter belts and buffer zones. 

4.7 Ensure a minimum of 10% the agricultural area is used to provide shelter habitats. 

4.8 Maintain buffer zones along natural waterways. 

4.9 Minimise the use of synthetic  fertilisers to reduce GHG (Green House Gas) emissions. 

4.10 Selection of inputs, plant, equipment, and suppliers for lower GHG emissions. 

4.11 Selection of inputs based on minimising waste products. 

4.12 Management and monitoring of air quality, fertiliser application, spray drift, dust, noise, and odour to 

reduce or eliminate emissions. 

4.13 Protection of natural remnant vegetation, including trees and prevent deforestation. 
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5. Monitoring, Testing and Records 
 

Certified Sustainable producers will have the ability to monitor and verify soil health, below level of reporting 

(LOR) of residues in commodities, GMO, and production, including the following: 

 

5.1 Annual Plant Nutrition testing to be conducted on applicable crops dependent on the available 

technology. 

5.2 Livestock producers will have pasture plans / paddock rotations and maintain ground cover and 

monitoring stations.   

5.3 Evidence of GPS technology utilisation to ensure accurate property / paddock mapping. 

5.4 All produce leaving the farm must be accompanied by a Transport Declaration which includes a specific 

batch identity record. 

5.5 All applicable crops on a per paddock basis must submit a sample at each harvest for residue testing, 

prior to sale as Certified Sustainable product. 

5.6 All applicable crops on a per paddock basis must submit a sample at each harvest for GMO testing, prior 

to sale as Certified Sustainable Certified product. 

5.7 The operator must have an effective method of monitoring microbiological activity in the soil/production 

system. 

5.8 Calculation of GHG Emissions through use of input-based Carbon emissions calculators compliant with 

calculations used by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) AND Australian National Greenhouse 

Gas Inventory (NGGI). Livestock producers may use GWP* calculations In addition to GWP-based calculations. 

5.9 Demonstrate an ongoing approach to risk-management review and monitoring including Environmental, 

Social, and Governance (ESG) factors. 

5.10 Develop monitoring to demonstrate ongoing reductions to energy and fuel consistent with the relevant 

industry commitments. 
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6. Community and Social Expectations 
 

Certified Sustainable originated from a group of people who are passionate about soil, agriculture, family, and 

community. Producers have a strong culture of supporting and enhancing our local communities and uphold 

inclusivity and fair treatment of all within it. Healthy farms also need healthy communities to survive and 

prosper.    

6.1 Producers demonstrate participation in their local community and where feasible, support local 

businesses and community groups. 

6.2 Producers demonstrate participation in relevant industry bodies. 

6.3 Producers can demonstrate participation in succession planning activities. 

6.4 Producers develop priorities for health and safety (beyond OH&S regulatory requirements), including 

mental health initiatives. 

6.5 Producers to consider work enrichment including skills development activities. 

6.6 Producers acknowledge the traditional owners of the land and value their culture. 

6.7 Producers support equal opportunity and fair employment principles and practices, under    national 

employment standards and awards. 

6.8 Producers support diversity, leadership, and training. 

6.9 Producers participate in recycling and reuse programs, including on-farm or off-site. Producers assess the 

waste stream for all inputs and activities and plan for reduction, re-use, recycling, or elimination. 

6.10 Producers consider the post- farm gate emissions (known as Scope 3) including transport, and purchasers 

and evaluate potential alternatives. 

6.11       Producers consider each of the 17 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and how these 

apply to their business. 
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Appendix A Cereal Crops 

 
All provisions required for a certified sustainable production system must be recorded/verifiable by supporting 
evidence. 

A.1 Augers and other grain‐moving equipment shall be cleaned down prior to runs of certified 
materials where uncertified materials have been handled prior. 

A.2 Where cleaning access is restricted, a plug of certified material verified as sufficient to effectively 
clean the system will be required to clear out the process line. Such a plug shall be deemed 
uncertified once it has been fed through the system, and shall be contained, recorded, and 
treated as uncertified product.  

A.3 Harvesters must undergo decontamination from conventional crops to Certified Sustainable 
crops by thorough blowing out/wash‐down of all equipment, plus Flushing with Certified 
Sustainable grain using 5t grain plug. Any harvesters that undergo decontamination from GMO 
crops to Certified Sustainable crops must, in addition to the above steps, undergo full steam 
decontamination. 

A.4 All Group 1A, 1B & 3A Insecticides are prohibited in the production system. The only exception 
being Primicarb (Group 1A) for Aphid control at a rate of no more than 40 G.A.I (Grams of Active 
Ingredient) per hectare. 

A.5 All Group 4A Insecticides can only be applied to seed, cannot be applied via boom or aerial spray, 
due to their effect on bee populations. 

A.6 All herbicides used will be governed by registered label rates as approved by the APVMA. All 
Group 2 and Clopyralid (Group 4 (pyridines)) herbicides are prohibited in the Certified 
Sustainable system. 

A.7 Glyphosate (Group 9) is limited to 2.7kg/ha active ingredient per calendar year. 

A.8 Glufosinate (Group10) is limited to 1.0kg/ha active ingredient per calendar year. 

A.9 Nil crop desiccated with any herbicide for harvest. 

A.10 Storage pest control is limited to non‐pesticide strategies e.g., control atmosphere, temperate 
control, biological, physical barrier and alike. 

A.11 All Group Fungicides are prohibited in the production system.. 

A.12 Seed for planting must be Certified Sustainable or from certified organic sources. If Certified 
Sustainable seed or certified organic is not available, then the producer must apply to the 
certification body for approval to use non‐treated seed, that is verified to be non-GMO and not 
subjected to irradiation.  

A.13 All allowed and prohibited inputs, including fertilisers and pesticides are listed in Appendix G. 

A.14 Fertiliser amounts are limited for permitted fertiliser (note that prohibited inputs are listed in 
App. G) 

* Nitrogen 6 units (kilograms) per ha per metric tonne of yield  Based on an average 5-year 
yield. 
 

* Phosphorus 2.1 units (kilograms) per hectare per season of acid-based phosphorus 
* Potash where no deficiency is proven 5 units (kilograms) per ha per 

season, where a deficiency can be proven 10 units (kilograms)per hectare 
per season. 

* Application for derogation can be made to the Certifier where stratification can be 
proven from a soil test and deep applications of phosphorus and or potassium may be 
applied. Any variances allowed are dependent on the CEC Capacity of Soil, demonstrated 
need and evidence to show that inputs are not negatively impacting soil health. 

A.15 Adhere to the importance of diversity of crop production for sustainabity of crops for disease and 
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pest cycles breaks and soil health impact. Any rotational system higher than two consecutive 
cereal crops in 5 years, must be supported by a long term plan, monitored over time and ceased 
if monitoring indicates any negative impact. 

A.16 No herbicide shall be applied to the crop after Zadoks’ Growth Stage 31 wheat development and 
Stage 3 Grain sorghum and corn development. Any herbicide application after this period will 
prevent the crop from being eligible for Certified Sustainable Certification for one year. 

A.17 Insecticide shall not be applied after Zadoks’ Growth Stage 25 wheat development and stage 2 
grain sorghum and corn development. Any insecticide applied after this period will prevent the 
crop from being eligible for Certified Sustainable Certification for a period of no less than one 
year or as determined by the Certification Body.. Any form of ono-synthetic insecticide control is 
allowed to be used post-Zadocks’ Growth Stage 31 (i.e., Bacillus thuringeinsis, Nuclear 
polyedrosis virus and naturally derived deterrents) 

A.18 No synthetic fungicide shall be applied. Any form of non‐synthetic fungicidal control is allowed to 
be used post Zadoks’ Growth Stage 31 (i.e., hydrogen peroxide, naturally derived plant 
stimulants). A derogation may be applied under extreme climatic circumstances. In‐ furrow uses 
of synthetic fungicides are not allowed under the Certified Sustainable Standard. 

 

Figure 1

Days 
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Figure 2 
 

 

Figure 3 
 

Growth Stages Corn 
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Appendix B Legume Crops 
B.1 Augers and other grain‐moving equipment shall be cleaned down prior to runs of certified 

materials where uncertified materials have been handled prior. 
B.2 Where cleaning access is restricted, a plug of certified material will be required to clear 

out the process line. Such a plug shall be deemed uncertified once it has been fed through 
the system, and shall be contained, recorded, and treated as an uncertified product. 

B.3 Harvesters must undergo decontamination from conventional crops to Certified 
Sustainable crops by thorough blowing out/wash‐down of all equipment, plus Flushing 
with Certified Sustainable grain using 5t grain plug. Any harvesters that undergo 
decontamination from GMO crops to Certified Sustainable crops must, in addition to the 
above steps, undergo full steam decontamination. 

B.4 All Group 1A, 1B & 3A Insecticides are prohibited in the production system. The only 
exception being Primicarb (Group 1A) for Aphid control at a rate of no more than 40 G.A.I 
(Grams of Active Ingredient) per hectare. 

B.5 All Group 4A Insecticides can only be applied to seed, cannot be applied via boom or 
aerial spray, due their effect on bees. 

B.6 All herbicides used will be governed by registered label rates as approved by the APVMA. 
All Group 2 and Clopyralid (Group 4 (Pyridines)) herbicides are prohibited in the Certified 
Sustainable system. 

B.7 Glyphosate (Group 9) is limited to 2.7kg /ha active ingredient per calendar year. 
B.8 Glufosinate (Group 10) is limited to 1.0kg/ha active ingredient per calendar year. 
B.9 No crop can be desiccated with any herbicide at all. 
B.10 Storage pest control is limited to non‐pesticide strategies e.g., control atmosphere, 

temperate control, biological, physical barrier and alike.  

B.11 All Group Fungicides are prohibited in the production system.  
B.12    Seed for planting must be Certified Sustainable or from certified organic sources.  If 
Certified Sustainable or certified organic seed is not available, then the producer must apply to 
the certification body for approval to use non‐treated seed that is verified to be non-GMO and 
not subjected to irradiation. 
B.13 All allowed and prohibited inputs, including fertilisers and pesticides are listed in 
Appendix G. 
B.14   Fertiliser amounts are limited for permitted fertiliser (note that prohibited inputs are listed 
in appendix G) 

* Nitrogen 2 units (kilograms)per ha per metric tonne of yield  Based on an average 5-year yield. 
* Phosphorus 4.2 units (kilograms )per hectare er season of acid-based phosphorus 
* Potash where no deficiency is proven 5 units (kilograms) per ha per season, where a 

deficiency can be proven 10 units (kilograms) per hectare per season. 
* Application for derogation can be made to the Certifier where stratification can be 

proven from a soil test and deep applications of phosphorus and or potassium may 
be applied. Any variances allowed are dependent on the CEC Capacity of Soil, 
demonstrated need and evidence to show that inputs are not negatively impacting 
soil health. 

B.15 Adhere to importance of diversity of crop production for sustainable of crops for 
disease and pest cycles breaks and soil health impact. Any rotational system higher than 
one (1) consecutive legume crop and no more than two (2) legume crops in 5 years, must 
be supported by a long-term plan, monitored over time and ceased if monitoring 
indicates any negative impact. 
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B.16 No herbicide shall be applied to the crop after Legume Growth Stage R1. Any herbicide 
application after this period will prevent the crop from being eligible for Certified Sustainable 
Certification for one year. 
B.17 Insecticides shall not be applied after Legume growth stage R1. Any form of non-synthetic 
insecticide control is allowed to be used post Legume Growth stage R1 (i.e., Bacillus 
thurungiensis, Nuclear Polyedrosis Virus and natural derived deterrents. 

B.18 No synthetic fungicide shall be applied.Any form of non‐synthetic fungicidal control is 
allowed to be used post Legume Growth Stage R1 (i.e., hydrogen peroxide, naturally derived 
plant stimulants). A derogation may be applied under extreme climatic circumstances. In‐ 
furrow uses of synthetic fungicides are not allowed under the Certified Sustainable Standard. 

 
Legume Growth Stage Figure 4 

 

 

VE – seedling emergence 
VC – the first multifoliate leaf has unfolded from the stem.  
V2 – the second multifoliate leaf has unfolded from the stem 
V3 – the third multifoliate leaf has unfolded from the stem.  
V4 – the fourth multifoliate leaf has unfolded from the stem 
Vn – the nth multifoliate leaf has unfolded from the stem. 
R1 – early bloom, one open flower on the plant.  
Plant growth is dependent on species and can be 
between 17 and 49 days 
R2 – full bloom, most flowers are open. 
R3 – early pod visible 
R4 – flat pod, pod has reached its full size and is largely flat. 
R5 – early seed, seed in any single pod fill the pod cavity. 
R6 – full seed, all seeds fill the pod cavity which is rounded. 
R7 – the leaves start yellowing and 50% of the pods have turned yellow. 
R8 – 90% of pods on the plant are golden‐brown. 
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Appendix C Livestock 

C.1 Livestock must graze on pastures / crops that have not received prohibited treatments as 
listed in Appendix G. Livestock grazing areas must be rotated in accordance with the grazing 
plan, or similar and vegetation monitored. 
C.2 Livestock must be “free range”, that is have unlimited access to the outdoors during 
daylight hours. Exceptions are for young livestock, such as chicks, handling of livestock, weaning 
of livestock or in times of Government bio-security advice for example indoor Avian Influenza 
control. Access to feed and water will be given during these times.  Records must be kept 
demonstrating the time and date of containment and the reasons. Ruminants must not be 
contained more than seven days for weaning. 
C.3 Shelter must be provided for livestock. 
C.4 Livestock must undergo conversion times as listed in Appendix G. 
C.5 Clones, or livestock receiving GMO derived treatments are excluded from Certified 
Sustainable Certification. 
C.6 Livestock must always be managed using best practice animal welfare handling methods 
as identified in the relevant industry/sector codes, guidelines, and standards. Records must 
demonstrate that State and Federal animal welfare guidelines have been met. 
C.7 Pain relief is allowed and shall be used for any necessary husbandry procedures where 
available. 
C.8 Routine use of antibiotics is prohibited. Any use of antibiotics must demonstrate a 
condition was present in treated livestock prior to use to ensure continuing compliance. 
C.9 All livestock treatments must be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions 
or under veterinary advice. Anti-microbial stewardship principles of responsibility, review, 
reduce, refine, and replace must be demonstrated. 
C.10 All transport of livestock must ensure all relevant industry codes and standards are met. 

 
 
 
Appendix C (i) Bees 
C.11 Hives must not be located on or adjacent to GMO Crops.  Any hive located within a five-kilometre 
radius of GMO crop will require a nil detectable GMO test prior to sale as Certified Sustainable.  
C.12 Hives must not be location on or adjacent within a five-kilometre radius of land which has received 
prohibited treatments as listed in Appendix G. 
C.13 A record of hive location/s including dates must be maintained. 
C.14 A record of all hive treatments must be maintained. 
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Appendix D Tree Crops and other Horticulture 
 

D.1 Tree crops must not receive any prohibited inputs as listed in Appendix G prior to 
“budding” or other pre‐crop development. 

D.2 All allowed and prohibited inputs, including herbicides and pesticides are listed in 
Appendix G. 

D.3 All produce must be sample residue tested prior to sale as Certified Sustainable. 
 

In the case of horticulture crops, a random test will be carried out and must show nil reportable residues 
for each certified field. 
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Appendix E Cotton, Hemp & Fibre Crops 
 

E.1 Equipment shall be cleaned down prior to runs of certified materials where 

uncertified materials have been handled prior. 

E.2 Where cleaning access is restricted, a plug of certified material verified as sufficient 

to effectively clean the system will be required to clear out the process line. Such a 

plug shall be deemed uncertified once it has been fed through the system, and shall 

be contained, recorded, and treated as uncertified product. 

E.3 Harvesters and compacting equipment must undergo decontamination from 

conventional crops to Certified Sustainable crops by thorough blowing out/wash‐ 

down of all equipment, plus Flushing with Certified Sustainable crops using a 10 

bale plug. 

E.4 All Group 1A, 1B & 3A Insecticides are prohibited in the production system. The only 

exception being Primicarb (Group 1A) for Aphid control at a rate of no more than 

40 G.A.I (Grams of Active Ingredient) per hectare. 

E.5 All Group 4A Insecticides can only be applied to seed, cannot be applied via boom 

or aerial spray, due to their effect on bee populations. 

E.6 All herbicides used will be governed by registered label rates as approved by the 

APVMA. All Group 2 and Clopyralid (Group 4 (pyridines)) herbicides are prohibited 

in the Certified Sustainable system. 

E.7 Glyphosate (Group 9) is limited to 6kg/ha active ingredient per calendar year. 

E.8 Glufosinate (Group10) is limited to 2kg/ha active ingredient per calendar year. 

E.9 All Group Fungicides are prohibited in the production system.  

E.10 All allowed and prohibited inputs, including fertilisers and pesticides are listed in 

Appendix G. 

* Fertiliser amounts are limited for permitted fertiliser use. 
* Nitrogen 6  units (kilograms) per hectare per harvested bale of yield  Based on an average 5-

year yield. 
 

* Phosphorus 2.1 units (kilograms) per hectare per season of acid-based phosphorus 
* Potash where no deficiency is proven 5 units (kilograms) per ha per 

season, where a deficiency can be proven 10 units (kilograms) per 
hectare per season. Any variances allowed are dependent on the CEC 
Capacity of Soil, demonstrated need and evidence to show that inputs 
are not negatively impacting soil health. 

E.11 Adhere to the importance of diversity of crop production for sustainable of crops 

for disease and pest cycles breaks and soil health impact. Any rotational system 

higher than two consecutive cotton crops in 5 years must be supported by a long-

term plan, monitored over time, and ceased if monitoring indicates any negative 

impact.  

E.12 No synthetic fungicide shall be applied. Any form of non‐synthetic fungicidal control is allowed to 

be used. In‐ furrow use of synthetic fungicides is not allowed under the Certified Sustainable 

Standard. 

E.13 Irrigated water use must achieve an efficiency of at least 2.5 bales per ML (Mega-Liter) 

E.14 Seed from certified sustainable cotton cannot be processed and labelled as certified sustainable oil 

for human consumption. 
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Cotton Growth Stages Figure 5 
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Appendix F Acronyms & Definitions 
Acronyms 
APVMA: Agricultural Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines Authority 

CS:  Certified Sustainable 

GMO:  Genetically Modified Organism  

<LOR:  Less Than Level of Reporting  

5YA:  5-year average of crop yield 

 
 

Definitions 
For the purposes of the Certified Sustainable Standard and certification system, the following definitions 

apply: 

Adventitious contamination: means contamination that has come from outside, is accidental, or has 

occurred in an unusual place. 

Animal welfare practices: The “Five Freedoms” are used as a global baseline for minimum 
practices; freedom from hunger and thirst, freedom from discomfort, freedom from pain, 
injury or disease, freedom to express normal behaviour and freedom from fear and distress.  
In Australia, the following apply: Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines – Land 
Transport of Livestock: Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Cattle: 
Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Sheep: Australian Animal Welfare 
Standards and Guidelines for Livestock at Saleyards and Depots; with the Slaughter 

Establishments standard expected to be completed in 2024. 

Aquatic: in or around water. 

Audit Report: the report prepared by an authorised Auditor at completion of audit for certification 
process. 

Audit trail: The activity taken during the audit to determine traceability. A random finished product 
or batch is selected, then the auditor will examine all steps in the production chain back to 
the initial receival of the raw ingredients or products, to determine the integrity of the final 
product.  

Biodiversity: refers to the variety of all forms of life — the different plants, animals and micro‐
organisms, the genes they contain and the ecosystems of which they are components. 

Biological control: means the control of pests or diseases by natural organisms.   

Buffer zone: a clearly defined and identifiable boundary area bordering a Certified Sustainable 
Standard Certified production unit that is established to limit inadvertent application or 
contact of prohibited substances from adjacent non-Certified Sustainable Standard Certified 
production areas. 

Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC): The measured capacity of a soil to hold and exchange positively charged 
ions. CEC influences the soil's nutrient-holding capacity and its ability to supply essential nutrients 
to plants. 

Certified Sustainable: the application of practices which conform to the Certified Sustainable 
Standard production system and consequently allows products to be labelled and sold as 
Certified Sustainable product. 

Certified/certification: a process by which an Operator has been deemed compliant and conforms to 
the Certified Sustainable Standard. Certification is based on the inspection of practices used, 
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verification against records maintained by the producer and sampling of product and audit. 

Certified Sustainable Standard: The most current version of this document. 

Certified Sustainable Standard Certification: Is the certification process undertaken by operators to 
allow for their produce to be labelled Certified Sustainable. 

Certified Sustainable Standard Review Board: An independent committee appointed to review the 
Certified Sustainable Standard objectively and periodically. 

Climate Risk: assessments based on formal analysis of the consequences, likelihoods, and responses 
to the impacts of climate changes and how societal constraints shape adaptation options.  

Continual improvement: the ongoing improvement of products, services, or processes through 
incremental and breakthrough improvements.  

Compost: the result of the conversion of organic materials (e.g., vegetation, manure and waste 
products permitted under Certified Sustainable Standard) into humus colloids. 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR): A management concept whereby companies integrate social 
and environmental concerns in their business’ operations and interactions with their 
stakeholders.  

Corrective Action Request (CAR): A request issued by the certification body to an applicant or 
operator to provide additional evidence of compliance to the Standard. 

Cover Crop: a specific planting of one or more species, that is grown primarily for the benefit of soil 
rather than the yield of crops and grasses. 

Crop rotation: the practice of alternating the species or families of crops grown on a specific field. 

TM Rules: The Certified Sustainable Trademarks Rules. This document must be read in conjunction 
with the Standard and Guidance and Policy Document.  

Deforestation: the removal of a forest or strand of trees from land that is then converted to non-
forest use.  

Derogation: Temporary deviation of a certified decision based on individual contextual assessment.  

Desiccate: the application of an agent to a crop just before harvest to kill the leaves and/or plants so 
that the crop dries out evenly. 

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG): Traditionally used as a decision-making tool for 
financial reporting and investment through scoring, the term now applies to general business 
activities.  

Field: a production unit of land that is fenced or delineated in some way. Generally used in farming 
production systems and comparable to the term paddock as used in grazing production 
systems. 

Genetically modified organisms (GMOs): materials produced through the modern engineering 
methods of biotechnology; specifically, gene technology, recombinant DNA (rDNA) and all 
other techniques using molecular and/or cell‐biology for altering the genetic make‐up of 
living organisms in ways or with results which do not occur in nature or through traditional 
breeding. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG Emissions): contribute to the “greenhouse” effect and warming of 
the atmosphere.  The major anthropogenic (human origin) sources of greenhouse gases are 
carbon dioxide (CO2), nitrous oxide (N2O), methane, three groups of fluorinated gases (sulfur 
hexafluoride (SF6), hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) and perfluorocarbons (PFCs, sulphur 
hexafluoride (SF6), and nitrogen trifluoride (NF3). 
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Guidance and Policy Manual:  The Certified Sustainable Guidance and Policy Manual which gives 
operators and certification bodies further understanding of the certification requirements. 

HACCP (Hazard analysis and critical control points): Is a systematic preventive approach to food 
safety from biological, chemical, and physical hazards in production processes that can cause 
the finished product to be unsafe and designs measures to reduce these risks to a safe level. 

Integrated pest management: the management of pests and diseases by manipulation of the 
production system or production practices e.g., cultivation, heat, pruning, cover crops, 
biological control, and resistant varieties. 

Inspection/Audit: the examination of production or processing systems and units to ensure they 
conform to the requirements of this Standard. 

Inspector/Auditor: a person deemed by the approved certifier to have the expertise, knowledge, and 
authority to inspect Operators for certification purposes. 

Irrigation: The artificial application of water to land. 

Labelling: means any words, particulars, trademarks, brand names, names of certifying organisations, 
pictorial matter or symbols appearing on any packaging, document, notice, label, board, or 
internet / electronic notice accompanying or referring to a product specified in the Certified 
Sustainable Standard or labelled or branded as Certified Sustainable. Please refer to the 
Labelling / Logo Style Guide for use of the CS Logo.  

LCA: The life-cycle assessment of a product or service. 

Legume Growth Stage: Scale identifying the phenological growth stages of pulse plants. 

Livestock: means domestic or domesticated aquatic and terrestrial animals, including insects. 

Manufacturer Non-Agriculture: A business that processes nonagricultural products. 

Manure Cropping: is the practice where grass and broadleaf plants are seeded (usually in combination) 
for the sole intent of improving the soil. 

ML:  Mega Litre - one million litres. 

Brown Manure: where the manure crop is sprayed with a knockdown herbicide before seed set to kill 
both the crop and weeds, ideally no later than the initiation of seed/pod development of the 
crop. 

Green Manure: where the manure crop is returned to the soil by mechanical means when the crop is 
at maximum biomass production. 

Marketing: means holding or displaying for sale, offering for sale, selling, delivering, or placing on the 
market in any form. 

m/m: means mass per mass (mass of one component/mass of another) 

Minimum tillage: A soil conservation system with the goal of minimum soil disturbance necessary for 
successful crop production. It is a tillage method that does not disturb the soil outside of the 
seed drill, in contrast to intensive tillage, which changes the soil structure across the whole field. 

MRLs: Maximum Residue Levels for chemicals under the Food Standards Code. 

Natural: means existing or formed by nature; not artificial. Please refer to the Food Standards Code 
(FSANZ) for the definition of natural flavours in food and beverage products.  

Naturally occurring biological process: A process that occurs due to the action of biological organisms 
or subcomponents of biological organisms, such as enzymes. Examples of naturally occurring 
biological processes include, but are not limited to, fermentation, composting, manure 
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production, enzymatic processes, and anaerobic digestion. 

Non synthetic (natural): A substance that is derived from mineral, plant, or animal matter and does 
not undergo a synthetic process. 

Nature Risk: risk related to the loss of natural assets. 

Operator: term that refers to Producers, Processors, Wholesalers, Retailers, Service Providers, and non-
agricultural manufactures undergoing the certification process. 

Paddock: a production unit of land that is fenced or delineated in some way. Generally used in grazing 
production systems and comparable to the term field as used in farming production systems. 

Preparation: means the operations of processing, preserving, packaging, storing, and handling of 
product that complies with Certified Sustainable Standard. 

Processing aid: means substances intentionally added to food for use in the processing of raw materials, 
food, or food ingredients to fulfil an essential technological purpose during treatment or 
processing. Their use may result in their unavoidable presence in the final product. Use of 
processing aids is permitted where their presence in a final product is not in their original form. 

Processor: means a processor or manufacturer of agricultural produce, a Processor may blend or 
process ingredients from primary production to form a new product for sale to consumers or 
for inclusion in other processed products. 

Processor / Handler:  a Processor who conducts importing, exporting, and warehousing activities. 

Producer: a Primary Producer of agricultural produce. 

Product: good or service that is the result of an action or process.  

Production: growing, assembling, or creating a product.  

Production or processing unit: a portion of an enterprise that produces a good or service under specific 
management practices. 

Prohibited substance/material/input: those inputs, processes or handling practices that cannot be 
used under the Certified Sustainable Standard and will result in the product not being certified 
as Certified Sustainable. Input to, or processing or handling practices not permitted in Certified 
Sustainable Standard. 

Processor: A manufacturer or handler of products derived from primary production, including 
wholesalers and exporters. A Processor may blend or process ingredients from primary 
production to form a new product for sale to consumers or for inclusion in other processed 
products.  

QA: Quality Assurance system. 

Risk Assessment: a systematic process of evaluating the potential risks that may be involved in a 
projected activity or undertaking. 

Routine use of antibiotics: The use of antibiotics in sub-therapeutic levels in concentrated animal 
feed for growth promotion, improved feed conversion efficiency, and for the prevention of 
diseases.   The use of antibiotics without the specific occurrence of a disease. 

SAP Test: a laboratory analysis that shows plant mineral levels and highlights nutritional deficiencies 
and excesses.  

Scope 1 Emissions: direct emissions from owned or controlled sources. 

Scope 2 Emissions: indirect emissions from the generation of purchased electricity, steam, heating and 
cooling consumed by the reporting company. 
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Scope 3 Emissions: includes all other indirect emissions that occur in a company's value chain. 

Season: time of year in which the product is produced, generally referred to as a summer cropping 
season or a winter cropping season. This is when the crop is grown traditionally over this period 
of the year. 

Service Provider: any business that does not engage in production or processing of products of 
agricultural origin or supplying tangible products. Can include an activity performed on a 
customer-supplied tangible product. 

Sustainable: the definitions referenced by Certified Sustainable are “meeting the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” United 
Nations Brundtland Commission 1987; and “… types of economic and social development that 
protect and enhance the natural environment and social equity.” Dunphy, D, Benveniste, J, 
Griffiths, A & Sutton, P 2000, Sustainability: The corporate challenge of the 21st century, Allen 
& Unwin, New South Wales, Australia, p. 23. 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 17 Goals developed by the United Nations (UN), with targets 
and indicators, and described by the UN as “as a universal call to action to end poverty, 
protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity.” 

Sustainable Management Plan (SMP): a plan developed and documented by the Operator that 
identifies how they will maintain the integrity of their operation in accordance with Certified 
Sustainable Standard and includes a map of farm/field / site layout. A template for the 
documents that may be included in an SMP is available from the Certification Body.. 

Synthetic: substances formulated or manufactured by a chemical process or by a process that alters 
compounds extracted from naturally occurring plant, animal, or mineral sources. 

Value chain: the process or activities by which a company adds value to an article, including 
production, marketing, and the provision of after-sales service.  

Zadok’s Scale: Scale identifying the phenological growth stages of cereal plants. 

 

 

 

Appendix G Restrictions and Conversion Times 
Table 1: Prohibited Inputs List 

 Prohibited Exceptions Exclusion 
Period 

 

 

Group 2, and 4(with Active Clopyralid)  2 years 

 

 

Group 1A, 1B, 3A 

Group 4A – Seed application only 

 1 season 

1 season 

 

 

All Groups  Any form of non-
synthetic fungicidal control is a
llowed (except under 
derogation). 

 

1 season 
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• Di ammonium phosphate 

• Phosphoric acid 

• Any form of P from industrial waste 

• Domestic or Metropolitan Sewage 

 1 season 

 

 

• Potassium Hydroxide (KOH) 

• Any fertiliser containing KCl in either 
solid or liquid form. 

• Potassium from Biodiesel Production 

• Any form of K from industrial waste 

• Domestic or Metropolitan Sewage 

 1 season 

 

 

• Any form of S from industrial waste 

• Domestic or Metropolitan Sewage 

 1 season 

 

 

• Calcium Chlorides 

• Calcium Oxide 

• Gypsum in soils with pH of below 5.3 

• Calcium Hydroxide 

• Building waste 

Gypsum is allowed in soils 
above pH 

5.3 but Agronomist should be 
consulted about offsetting pH 
decline. 

1 season 

 

 

• All Nitrogen sources Urea Ammonia Nitrate (UAN) 

Sulphate of Ammonia (SOA) 

Ammonia Nitrate (AN) 

Compost 

1 season 

 

  GMO  Prohibited for Food crops 1 Season 
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Table 2: Conversion times 

Produce Conversion times for sustainable livestock 

Wool From 18 months after entering the system. Livestock 
may be eligible if lifetime traceability is able to 
demonstrate compliance to the Standard. 

Milk From 180 days after entering the system. Livestock 
may be eligible if lifetime traceability is able to 
demonstrate compliance to the Standard. 

Eggs From point of lay pullets entering the 

system 
Poultry & Meat from game birds From Chicks up to 2 days old entering the system 

Ruminant and mono‐gastric animals for meat From birth. Livestock may be eligible if lifetime 
traceability is able to demonstrate compliance to the 
Standard. 

Aquaculture From fingerling form 
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Appendix H Reference Documents  
Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines – Land Transport of Livestock. 

Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Cattle. 

Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Sheep.  

Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Livestock at Saleyards and Depots.  

AASF: The Australian Agricultural Sustainability Framework. 
 
IFRS S1: General Requirements for Disclosure of Sustainability-related Financial Information.  
IFRS S2: Climate-Related Disclosures  

ISO 14001: Environmental Management Systems 

ISO 14031 Environmental Management – Environmental performance evaluations- 

GHG Protocol Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard 

GHG Protocol Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Accounting and Reporting Standard 

GHG Protocol Product Life Cycle Accounting and Reporting Standard 

Guidelines United Nations Sustainability Development Goals – SDGs. 

Food Standards Code. Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) 

Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi). 

Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures (TNFD) Recommendations  


