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DISCLAIMER 
 

Requirements outlined in the Certified Sustainable Standard (CS Standards) are to be implemented in 
compliance with all regulations of the Commonwealth, States or Territories. These include but are not 
limited to food safety, animal welfare, environmental management and social justice. 

Producers are responsible for the use of inputs and must adhere to relevant Commonwealth, State, 
Territory and Local laws. 

The Certified Sustainable Standard is subject to alteration in response to new information, additional 
research or changes to international or importing country requirements. Amendments may be 
requested through submission to the Certified Sustainable Standards Review Board. 

The Certified Sustainable Standard cannot be copied or reproduced without the expressed written 
consent of the author. Should any part of the Certified Sustainable Standard be used or referenced in 
any other document, author recognition is required. Any reference to compliance with the Certified 
Sustainable standard may only be made if the Certified Sustainable Standard is implemented in full and 
ratified by the Certified Sustainable Standards Review Board. 

 
 

Publication author 
Certified Sustainable Ltd 

          P.O. Box 29 
GOODNA QLD 4300 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
 
The general principles of the Certified Sustainable System that must be followed by Certified 
Sustainable Producers  and Processors  to receive certification under the Certified Sustainable 
Standard include: 

• Tested pesticide & herbicide residue free products 

• Non‐GMO food products 

• Nutrient dense products 

• Soil and crop nutritional programs that consider all nutrients, vitamins, enzymes 
and amino acids required per production unit. 

• Soil nutritional programs that continually build soil structure and organic carbon levels. 

• Developing a closed system by minimising the use of non‐renewable resources, 
synthetic  fertilisers and pesticides. 

• Avoiding adverse impacts on the environment from agricultural and industrial by‐ 
products, practices and processing. 

• Minimising sediment, waste, nutrients and pesticides that enter waterways. 

• Building local communities by working in groups or value adding to products 
within        regional zones. 

• End products sold to consumers do not contain synthetic food additives. 

• A zero tolerance for bribery and corruption and a fair access to participate equally in 
markets. 

• Equitable pricing across the supply chain. 

• Ensure innovation is adequately resourced and supported. 
 
• Recognise the rights of all people, regardless of race, religion or gender. 

 
 

This Certified Sustainable Non-Agriculture / Service Provider  module will apply to entities that do 
NOT use agriculturally based inputs in Manufacturing, are Service Providers or other activities that 
can demonstrate Sustainability Goals and ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) outcomes, 
including any applicable General Principles listed above.  
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STANDARDS 
The Certified Sustainable Standard comprises three modules, Producer, Processor and Non-
Agriculture / Service Provider. This module has six (6) standard elements. Each element describes the 
outcomes that an entity shall do to obtain and maintain certification. 
 
Evidence of compliance to Sustainability Goals and ESG principles and achievement of outcomes will be required at 
the annual audit.  

 

CERTIFICATION 
Conversion to Certified Sustainable is dependent on an annual audit / inspection to demonstrate that 
the entity’s practices, monitoring, and record keeping are compliant with the Certified Sustainable 
Standard; and where possible, that activities comply with reporting requirements established in IFRS 
S1 General Requirements for Disclosure of Sustainability-related Financial Information.    
 
Certified Sustainable entities must review practices against the United Nations’ Sustainability 
Development Goals. 

 
STANDARD ELEMENT OUTCOMES 
 

1. Risk Assessment  
Risk assessments and management systems have been implemented to ensure that Certified 
Sustainable entities have considered all stages in the value-chain – Scope 1, 2 & 3.  

1.1 A system must be in place to identify and review all sustainability risks for the entire value chain of the 
entity. This must include all activities, relationships and resources.  

1.2 Records must be kept of initial assessments, including any measurements of emissions, to 
provide evidence on on-going improvement.  

1.3 A system shall be in place to set and review sustainability goals for the entity. 

1.4 Assessments shall review climate risk. 
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2. Environment 

The preservation, creation and / or enhancement of the Environment must be demonstrated.  Activities may 
include: 

2.1  Selection of inputs, plant, equipment and suppliers for the source and use of sustainable raw materials 
and natural resources. 

2.2 Selection of inputs, plant, equipment and suppliers based on energy use. 

2.3        Selection of inputs, plant, equipment and suppliers for lower GHG emissions.  

2.4        Selection of inputs based on minimising waste and by-products 

2.5        Management and monitoring of air, water and land quality to reduce or eliminate emissions 
throughout the value chain. 

2.6       Activities that support the protection of natural remnant vegetation, including trees and prevent 
deforestation and the enhancement of biodiversity, including wildlife.  

 
 

3. Community and Social Expectations 
 

Certified Sustainable entities must demonstrate positive social initiatives and activities. 

3.1 Entities are encouraged to be active members of their local community and where 
feasible, support local businesses and community groups.  Consideration shall be given to 
identify and support marginal communities. 

3.2         Entities are encouraged to actively participate in relevant industry bodies. 
 

3.3        Entities are encouraged to participate in succession planning activities. 
 

3.4        Entities are encouraged to develop priorities for health and safety (beyond OH&S  
         regulatory requirements), including mental health initiatives.   
 

          3.5.       Entities are encouraged to consider work enrichment including skills development activities. 
 

3.6        Entities acknowledge the traditional owners of the land and value their culture. 
 
3.7         Entities support equal opportunity and fair employment principles and practices, under national 
employment standards and awards. 
 

          3.8.     Entities support diversity, leadership and training. 
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4. Governance  

Certified Sustainable entities will have the ability to monitor and verify compliance with all regulatory, 
relevant industry and legal requirements. 

 
4.1      Demonstrate all relevant licenses, approvals, industry guidelines are known and met. 
 
4.2      Demonstrate fair and equitable business practices. 
 
4.3      Demonstrate fair work and employment practices.  
 
 
 

5. Monitoring, Evaluation and Records 

Certified Sustainable entities will have the ability to monitor and verify sustainability including the following: 
 

5.1       Annual internal audits, risk assessments and management review. 
 

5.2       Any direct environmental impacts. 
 

5.3       Calculation of GHG Emissions through use of input-based Carbon emissions 
      calculator or similar tools.  

5.4       Demonstrate an ongoing approach to risk-management review and monitoring including             
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) factors. 

5.5       Develop monitoring to demonstrate ongoing reductions to energy and fuel consistent with 
the relevant industry commitments. 

 
 
 

6. Continual Improvement  

Certified Sustainable entities will have the ability to monitor and verify sustainability performance AND 
improvement, including the following: 

 
6.1       Regular documented management review of sustainability goals, objectives, and targets. 

 
6.2      Regular documented management review of assessments of climate risk.  

 
6.3      Regular documented management review of Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s). 
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Appendix A Reference Documents 
 

IFRS S1 General Requirements for Disclosure of Sustainability-related Financial Information. 
 
ISO 14001: Environmental Management Systems  
 
ISO 14031 Environmental Management – Environmental performance evaluations- Guidelines  
 
United Nations Sustainability Development Goals – SDG’s. 
 
 
Appendix B Definitions  
 

Scope 1 Emissions:  direct emissions from owned or controlled sources 
Scope 2 Emissions:  indirect emissions from the generation of purchased electricity, steam, heating and cooling 
consumed by the reporting company 
Scope 3 Emission:  includes all other indirect emissions that occur in a company's value chain. 
Value Chain:   the process or activities by which a company adds value to an article, including production, 
marketing, and the provision of after-sales service. 
Climate Risk : assessments based on formal analysis of the consequences, likelihoods and responses to the impacts 
of climate change and how societal constraints shape adaptation options. 
GHG Emissions:   are often measured in carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent. To convert emissions of a gas into 
CO2 equivalent, its emissions are multiplied by the gas's Global Warming Potential (GWP). The GWP takes into 
account the fact that many gases are more effective at warming Earth than CO2, per unit mass. 
GWP: Global Warming Potential 


